An English Settlement
at Jamestown

Terms & Names

The first permanent English English colonies in Virginia »John Smith

settlement in North America developed into the present *joint-stock eindentured

was founded at Jamestown, states of the southern companies servant

Virginia, in 1607. United States. «Jamestown +royal colony
*Powhatan «Nathaniel Bacon

" John Smith craved adventure. In 1600, at age 20, Smith trekked across Europe
and helped Hungary fight a war against the Turks. For his heroic battle efforts, the
Hungarians offered a knighthood to Smith, who inscribed his coat of arms with
the phrase Vincere est vivere—"to conquer is to live.”

In 1606, the daring and often arrogant adventurer approa}che’d the mem-
bers of the Virginia Conipany, a group of merchants who were interested in
founding an English colony in North America. Smith later recalled the oppor-
tunities that he saw open to him and other potential colonists.

A PrrsoNAL VOICE JOHN SMITH

“What man who is poor or who has only his merit to advance his fortunes
can desire more contentment than to walk over and plant the land he has
obtained by risking his life? . . . Here nature and liberty . . . [give] us freely
that which we lack or have to pay dearly for in England. . . .

What pleasure can be greater than to grow tired from . . . planting vines,
fruits, or vegetables?”

¢

—The General History of Virginia

lohn Smithwasa  With the help of Smith’s leadership and, later, the production of the profitable
self-proclaimed crop of tobacco, England’s small North American settlement survived.

soldier of fortune,
a sea captain,

and a poet.
English Settlers Struggle in North America
England’s first attempts to éarvé out a écﬂony bf its own in North America nearly
P23 mhsocilstudies om collapsed because of disease and starvation. ,
P TAKING THE BUSINESS OF COLONIZATION Unlike Spanish colonies, which were fund-

Use the graphic ed by Spanish rulers, English colonies were originally funded and maintained by
ﬁ:)gsenslzg;otr;]lg\e otake joint-stock companies. Stock companies allowed several investors to pool their
colonization of wealth in support of a colony that would, hopefuily, yield a profit. Once they had
Virginia. obtained a charter, or official permit, a stock company accepted responsibility for
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In this 18th-century engraving, a Virginia planter oversees slaves packing tobaccp leaves for shipment to England.

One reason for this was economics. In Virginia, where tobacco served as cur-
rency in the early 1600s, an indentured servant could be purchased for 1,000 »
pounds of tobacco, while a slave might cost double or triple that amount. I MAIN IDEA
However, by the late 1600s, a decline in the indentured servant population cou-  Summarizing
pled with an increase in the colonies’ overall wealth spurred the colonists to begin B} What factors
importing slaves in huge numbers. While the life of indentured servants was dif- €d to the

. e importation of
ficult, slaves endured far worse conditions. Servants could eventually become full

African slaves
members of society, but slaves were condemned to a life of harsh labor. D) to Virginia?

The Settlers Clash with Native Americans

As the English settlers expanded their settlement, their uneasy relations with
the Native Americans worsened. The colonists’ desire for morte land led to war-
fare with the original inhabitants of Virginia.

|
|
1
| !
THE ENGLISH PATTERN OF CONQUEST Unlike the Spanish, whose colonists
intermarried with Native Americans, the English followed the pattern used when
they conquered the Irish during the 1500s and 1600s. England’s Laws of Conquest
declared, in part, “Every Irishman shall be forbidden to wear English apparel or
weapons upon pain of death.” The same law also banned marriages between the
English and the Irish.

The English brought this pattern of colonization with them to North
America. Viewing the Native Americans as being “like the wild Irish,” the
English settlers had no desire to live among or intermarry with the Native
Americans they defeated.

THE SETTLERS BATTLE NATIVE AMERICANS As the English settlers recovered
in the years following the starving time, they never forgot the Powhatan’s hostility
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HOUSE OF BURGESSES

The House of Burgesses served
as the first representative body in
colonial America. The House first
met in Jamestown on July 30,
1619, and included two citizens,
or burgesses, from each of
Virginia's eleven districts.

The House claimed the authority
to raise taxes and make laws.
However, the English-governor had
the right to veto any legislation the
House passed. While the House
represented a limited constituen-
cy—since only white male
landowners could vote—it con-
tributed to the development of rep-
resentative government in English
America. A century and a half
after its founding, the House of
Burgesses would supply delegates
to the Continental Congress—the
revolutionary body that orchestrat-
ed the break from Great Britain.

them “wolves” who preyed upon “out harmless and inno-
cent lambs.” In 1676, Bacon broke from his old friend
Berkeley and raised an army to fight Native Americans on
the Virginia frontier. g

Governor Berkeley quickly declated Bacon's army—
one-third of which was made up of landless settlers and
debtors—illegal. Hearing this news, Bacon marched on
Jamestown in September of 1676 to confront colonial lead-
ers about a number of grievances, including the frontier
colonists’ lack of representation in the House of Burgesses—
Virginia’s colonial legislature. Virginia’s “rabble,” as many
planters called the frontier settlers, resented being taxed
and governed without their consent. Ironically, 100 years
later in 1776, both wealthy and poor colonists would voice
this same complaint against Great Britain at the beginning
of the American Revolution.

The march turned violent. The rebels set fire to the
town as Berkeley and numerous planters fled by ship.
However, Bacon had little time to enjoy his victory. He died
of illness a month after stormjng Jamestown. Upon Bacon'’s
death, Berkeley returned to Jamestown and easily subdued
the leaderless rebels.

Bacon’s Rebellion, as it came to be known, did succeed
in drawing King Charles’s attention to Berkeley’s govern-
ment, and Charles’s commissioners, or investigators, were
highly critical of Berkeley’s policies. The old governor was
recalled to England to explain himself but died before
meeting with the king.

Although it spurred the planter class to cling more tightly to power, Bacon’s
Rebellion exposed the growing power of the colony’s former indentured servants.
Meanwhile, farther to the north, another group of English colonists, who had
journeyed to North America for religious reasons, were steering their own course
into the future. '

1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.

MAIN IDEA

Analyzing
Issues

,wfgjg Why was
Nathanie!l Bacon
frustrated with
Governor
Berkeley?

« John Smith «Jamestown sheadright system syoyal colony
ejoint-stock companies <Powhatan sindentured servant *Nathaniel Bacon
MAIN IDEA CRITICAL THINKING

2. TAKING NOTES
Create a time line of the major
developments in the colonization of
Virginia, using a form such as the

one below.
event event
one three
[ [
[ |
event event
two four

Which event do you think was the
most critical turning point? Why?
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3. RECOGNIZING EFFECTS
The success of tobacco farming in
Virginia had wide-ranging effects.
Describe its impact on each of
these groups: the Jamestown
colonists, indentured servants,
the Powhatan, the planters.
Think About:

¢ the headright system and
indentured servitude

« the colonists’ need for more land

» the conflict between rich and
poor colonists

T T s R T e S e T !
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. ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

The following lines appear in
Michael Drayton’s 1606 poem,
“To the Virginian Yoyage”:

“When as the luscious smell

of that delicious land

Above the sea that flows

The clear wind throws,

Your hearts to sweil”
What do these lines tell you about

the expectations many colonists had
before they arrived in Virginia?




