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. 4 Puritans cherished their Bibles,

passing them down as family

treasures from one generation

to the next. This Bible belonged

to Governor William Bradford of
the Plymouth Colony.

’ PURITANS AND PILGRIMS Puritanism had its origins in the English Reformation.
- After King Henry VIII (1491-1547) broke with Roman Catholicism in the 1530s,
his daughter, Elizabeth I (1533~1603) formed the Anglican church, or the Church b

| INTERACTIVE

| explore of England. Although the Anglican church was free of Catholic control, some
% Plymouth | church members felt that it had kept too much of the Catholic ritual and tradi-
i Colony / tion. These people were called Puritans because they wanted to purify the

Anglican church by eliminating all traces of Roman Catholicism. Puritans
embraced the idea that every worshipper should experience God directly through
faith, prayer, and study of the Bible. Puritans held ministers
s - in respect as a source of religious and moral instruction, but
~ they objected to the authority of Anglican bishops.
Some Puritans felt they should remain in the Church
of England and reform it from within. Other Puritans did
not think that was possible, so they formed independent
congregations with their own ministers. These
Separatists, known today as the Pilgrims, fled from
England to escape persecution, first to Holland and even-
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v%éy» wirflrr %%‘M"‘( tually to America. In 1620, this small groﬁp of families MAIN IDEA
e s founded the Plymouth Colony, the second permanent ¢
t’owa,S’ ) y y
B dBristiWion . . Fucliod. English colony in North America. @) A3 How were
’ v the Separatist
<A Prove | TCL ikt THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY COMPANY Meanwhile, gerocoie °

other English Puritans in the 1620s who were discouraged
about Anglican reform also turned their thoughts toward

other Puritans?
THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

Although the Pilgrims aimed for
Virginia, their ship, the Mayflower,
strayed far off course to Cape
Cod. The Pilgrims knew that New
England lay too far north for their

New England. Like the Separatists, they too felt the burden
of increasing religious persecution, political repression, and
dismal economic conditions. John Winthrop wrote to his
wife in 1629, “[the Lord will] provide a shelter and a hiding

colonial charter to be valid. They
were also afraid that non-Pilgrim
passengers would challenge their
authority. Before departing the
ship, the Pilgrim men signed a
compact, or agreement, in which

place for us.” Winthrop and others believed that this refuge
would be in America.

In 1629, Winthrop and some of his well-connected
friends obtained a royal charter for a joint-stock enterprise,
the Massachusetts Bay Company. Winthrop and the other

they created a civil government colonists transferred both the charter and the company’s || maiN IDEA

and pledged loyalty to the king. headquarters to New England. This strategy meant that ° "

Some of their signatures are . . ’ Analyzing
when the Puritans migrated, they took with them the potives

reproduced above. .

The Mayflower Compact stated
that the purpose of their govern-
ment in-America would be to
frame “just and equal laws . . . for

authority for an independent government. ¢8)

In September 1630, Winthrop and the other colonists
aboard the Arbella established the Massachusetts Bay
Colony. The port town of Boston became their capital.

éﬁ} Why did the
Puritans leave
England? -

B
w e

the general good of the colony.”
Laws approved by the majority
would be binding on Pilgrims and
non-Pilgrims alike. The document
became a landmark of American
democratic government.

Soon other towns were founded to accommodate the large
number of settlers flocking to join the colony. In the first
year of the colony’s settlement, 17 ships (including the
Arbella) arrived with about 1,000 English men, women, and
children—Puritan and non-Puritan. The migration was

L I I R )
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greater in size and more thorough in planning than all pre-

)
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such sins as drunkenness, swearing, theft, and idleness. “No person . . . shall
spend his time idly or unprofitably,” decreed the General Court in-1633, “under
pain of such punishment as the court shall think meet [appropriate] to inflict.”

IMPORTANCE OF THE FAMILY Unlike settlers in Virginia, Puritans generally
crossed the Atlantic as families rather than as single men or women. “Without
family care,” declared one minister, “the labor of Magistrates and Ministers . . . is
likely to be in great measure unsuccessful.” Puritans kept a watchful eye on the
actions of husbands, wives, and children, and the community stepped in when
necessary. If parents failed to nip disobedience in the bud, they might find their
children placed in more “God-fearing” homes. If a husband and wife quarreled
too much, a court might intervene as a form of marriage counseling. If they still cabulary
bickered, one or both might end up in the stocks or the pillory. stocks, pillory:

devices in which
an offender was
Dissent in the Puritan Community shackled and held
. . . on public display
Division soon threatened Massachusetts Bay. Two dissenters, Roger Williams and &8 @ form of
Anne Hutchinson, challenged the social order upon which the colony was founded. punishment
THE FOUNDING OF PROVIDENCE “Forced religion stinks in the nostrils of
God,” declared Roger Williams in a sermon to his Salem congregation.
Williams, an extreme Separatist, expressed two controversial views. FRirst, he
declared that the English settlers had no rightful claim to the land unless they
! purchased it from Native Americans. He called the royal charter that granted the
| ?? lands a “National Sinne” and demanded that it be revised to reflect Native
; " American claims. Second, Williams declared that government officials had no
" business punishing settlers for their religious beliefs. He felt every person should
be free to worship according to his or her conscience.
The outraged General Court ordered Williams to be arrested and returned
to England. Before this order was carried out, Williams fled Massachusetts. In
January 1636, he headed southward to the headwaters of Narragansett Bay. There
he negotiated with the local Narragansett tribe for land to set up a new colony,
which he called Providence. In Providence, later the capital of Rhode Island, | MAIN IDEA
Williams guaranteed separation of church and state and reli- Congrasting
gious freedom. By D3 What two
ANNE HUTCHINSON BANISHED Puritan leaders soon oo
Providence

banished another dissenter, Anne Hutchinson. To guarantee that
strict Puritans, she posed an even greater threat than Massachusetts
Williams. In Bible readings at her home, Hutchinson Ba did not?
taught that “the Holy Spirit illumines [enlightens] the
heart of every true believer.” In other words, worship-
pers needed neither the church nor its ministers to
interpret the Bible for them.
Puritan leaders banished Hutchinson from the
colony in 1638. Along with a band of followers, she
and her family trudged to Rhode Island. After the
death of her husband in 1642, Hutchinson moved with
her younger children to the colony of New Netherland
(now New York), where the Dutch also practiced reli-
gious toleration. The following year, she died in a war
fought between the Dutch and Native Americans.

<« This statue of Anne Hutchinson stands in Boston,
Massachusetts. Ironically, she was banished from
Massachusetts for leading religious discussions.
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“This is evil, this is evil, too furious, too many killed.” The colonists ignored
them, until all but a few out of about 500-600 people in the fort had died. Later,
the Narraganset leader Miantonomo declared in a speech to the Montauk tribe,

A PERSONAL VOICE MIANTONOMO

“These English have gotten our land, they with scythes cut down grass, and with
axes fell the trees; their cows and horses eat the grass, and their hogs spoil our
clam banks, and we shall all be starved. . . .
For so are we all Indians as the English are, and say brother to one another;
- 80 must we be one as they are, otherwise we shall be all gone shortly.”

—quoted in Changes in the Land

KING PHILIP’S WAR Deprived of their land and livelihood, many Native

Americans had to toil for the English to earn a living. They also had to obey

Puritan laws such as no hunting or fishing on Sunday, the Sabbath day.

Wampanoag chief Metacom, whom the English called King Philip, bristled

under these restrictions. In a last-ditch effort to wipe out the invaders, he orga-

\ nized his tribe and several others into an alliance.

The eruption of King Philip’s War in the spring of 1675 startled the

a8 Puritans with its intensity. Using hit-and-run tactics, Native Americans attacked
and burned outlying settlements throughout New England. For over a year, the
two sides waged a war of mutual brutality and destruction. Finally, food short-
ages, disease, and heavy casualties wore down the Native Americans’ resistance,
and they gradually surrendered or fled.

Wampanoag casualties included Metacom, the victim of a bullet fired by a
Native American ally of the English. To commemorate their victory, the Puritans
exhibited Metacom’s head at Plymouth for 20 years. With his defeat, Native
, American power in southeastern New England was gone forever.

i Still, the English paid a high price for their victory. All told, about one-tenth
of the colonial men of military age in New England were killed in King Philip’s
War, a higher proportion of the total population than would be killed in either
the American Revolution or the Civil War of the 1860s.

e

M 1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining its significance.

*Puritans *Plymouth Colony ) * Anne Hutchinson *Metacom

*John Winthrop *Massachusetts Bay Colony  +Pequot War *King Philip’s War
3 «Separatist *Roger Williams
ey MAIN IDEA CRITICAL THINKING
I il 2. TAKING NOTES 3. DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 5. DEVELOPING HISTORICAL
Il r [dentify the effects of each of the Why do you think Puritan leaders PERSPECTIVE
lj ‘ causes listed in the chart below, viewed Anne Hutchinson as a threat Imagine you have been called upon
A to their society? Use evidence from to negotiate between the New
‘i |\ Cause - Etfect the text to support your answer. England colonists and Native
il _ Persecution of Think About: Americans. What would you tell each
TEE o Puritans in England « Puritan beliefs side about the other to help them

I 4 - o . . .
iy E;:Ic}avr\)okr)l?“ef n « characteristics of Puritan society ;)‘\I;(?rﬁoj\nbe tg?'r misunderstandings?
} | — - * Hutchinson’s teachings n ) olu ; »
i -'i Roger Williams's * their views on land and religion
dissenting beliefs 4. ANALYZING EFFECTS - « the Pequot War and King
Rapid colonial expansion What were the immediate effects of Philip’s War
in New England King Philip's War for Native

Americans and for the settlers?

Defeat of King Philip
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