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trade. New Amsterdam (now New York City), founded in 1625, became the capi-
tal of the colony. In 1655, the Dutch extended their claims by taking over New
Sweden, a tiny colony of Swedish and Finnish settlers that had established a rival
fur trade along the Delaware River. '

A DIVERSE COLONY Although the Dutch company profited from its fur trade,
New Netherland was slow to attract Dutch colonists. To encourage settlers to
come and stay, the colony opened its doors to a variety of people. Gradually, more
Dutch as well as Germans, French, Scandinavians, Jews, and other Europeans
settled the area. The colony also included many Africans, free as well as enslaved.
By the 1660s, one-fifth of New Netherland’s population was of African ancestry.
These settlers generally enjoyed friendlier relations with Native Americans
than did the English colonists in New England and Virginia. The Dutch were less
interested in conquering the Native Americans than in trading with them for furs.
The first Dutch traders had the good sense not to anger the powerful and well-

organized Iroquois, who controlled a large territory between Dutch traders to the {j MAIN IDEA
south and French traders to the north. However, the Dutch did engage in fighting Summarizing
with various Native American groups over land claims and trade rivalries. (A} A} What were

; , . : . the important
ENGLISH TAKEOVER To the English, New Netherland had become a “Dutch [ oo o o o

wedge” separating its northern and southern colonies. In 1664, King Charles I the colony of New
granted his brother James, the duke of York (who later became King James II), per-  Netherland?
mission to drive out the Dutch. When the duke’s fleet arrived in New

Amsterdam’s harbor, Peter Stuyvesant, the autocratic and unpopular Dutch gov-

ernor, raised a call to arms. The call was largely ignored. Severely outmanned,

Stuyvesant surrendered to the English without anyone firing a shot. The duke of

York, the new proprietor, or owner, of the colony, renamed it New York. The

duke later gave a portion of this land to two of his friends, naming the territory

New Jersey for the British island of Jersey. :

The Quakers Settle
Pennsylvania

Background
The acquisition of New Netherland A commonwealth

was an important step in England’s  headed by Oliver
quest to extend its American empire ~ Cromwell ruled

fter the restoration of the monar England from
alter the restoratio " 1649 until 1658.
chy. The colony that took shapewas  The monarchy was -
amarked contrastto England’sother  restored under

North American settlements. Charles Il in 1660.

PENN’S “HOLY EXPERIMENT”
William Penn well knew that
England in the late 1660s was no
place for Quakers. The Quakers
believed that God’s “inner light”
burned inside everyone. They held
services without formal ministers,
allowing any person to speak as the
spirit moved him or her. They
dressed plainly, refused to defer to-
persons of rank, and embraced paci- |
fism by opposing war and refusing Comparing
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William Penn’s P>
1682 treaty

with the Native
Ameticans is
commemorated in
this Edward Hicks
painting from the
1840s.

Penn saw his colony as a “holy experiment” in living, a place without a land-
owning aristocracy. He guaranteed every adult male settler 50 acres of land and
the right to vote. Penn’s plan for government called for a representative assembly
and freedom of religion. As a lasting symbol of his Quaker beliefs, Penn also
helped plan a capital he called the “City of Brothetly Love,” or Philadelphia.

" Penn’s constitution also provided for a separate assembly for the three south-
ern counties along the Delaware Bay. Delaware thereby gained a somewhat sepa-
rate existence. However, it continued to have the same governor as Pennsylvania.

" NATIVE AMERICAN RELATIONS Like most-Quakers, Penn believed that people

approached in friendship would respond in friendship—sooner or later. So even
before setting foot in North America, Penn arranged to have a letter read to the
Lenni Lenapi, or Delaware, the tribe that inhabited his settlement area.

Aware that the Delaware had already been ravaged by European diseases and
war, Penn wrote,

A PERSONAL VOICE WILLIAM PENN
“Now | would have you well observe, that | am very sensible of the unkindness
and 'injtistice that has been too much exercised towards you by the people of
these paris of the world, who have sought . . . to make great advantages by you,
. « . sometimes to the shedding of blood. . . . But | am not such.aman. . ..
I have great love and regard toward you, and | desire to win and gain your love
and friendship by a kind, just, and peaceable life.”
—quoted in A New World

To be sure that his colonists treated the native peoples fairly, Penn regulated
trade with them and provided for a court composed of both colonists and Native
Americans to settle any differences. The Native Americans respected Penn, and for
more than 50 years the Pennsylvania colony had no major conflicts with Native
Americans who lived in the colony. ()

WVIAIN IDEA

Contrasting
¢€3 How did
Penn’s attitudes
and actions
toward the Native
Americans differ
from those of
the Puritans?
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