In the Southern colonies, a

predominantly agricultural
society developed.

The modern South maintains
many of its agricultural traditions.

«cash crop *middle passage
sslave *Stono Rebellion
e triangular trade

In the fall of 1773, Philip Vickers Fithian left his home in
Princeton, New Jersey, to tutor the children of Robert Carter
III and his wife Frances at their Virginia manor house.
Fithian, who kept a journal of his one-year stay there,
recalled an evening walk through the plantation.

hmhsocialstudies.com

Use the graphic
organizer online to
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A PERSONAL VOICE PHILIP VICKERS FITHIAN

“We stroll’d down the Pasture quite to the River, admiring
the Pleasantness of the evening, & the delightsome Prospect
of the River, Hills, Huts on the Summits, low Bottoms, Trees
of various Kinds, and Sizes, Cattle & Sheep feeding some
near us, & others at a great distance on the green sides of
the Hills. . . . | love to walk on these high Hills . . . where |
can have a long View of many Miles & see on the Summits of R
the Hills Clusters of Savin Trees, through these often a A o

little Farm-House, or Quarter for Negroes.” The Shirley plantation house In Virginia

—Journal & Letters of Philip Vickers Fithian is representative of many old Southern
mansions. Built in 1723, it was the |
birthplace of Ann Hill Carter, the mother
of Civil War general Robert E. Lee.

Although Fithian’s journal goes on to express outrage over
the treatment of the slaves, he was fascinated by the planta-
tion system, which had come to dominate the South. The
plantation economy led to a largely rural society in which
enslaved Africans played an unwilling yet important role. .

Pl
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Smce the eaﬂy days of Jamestown, when the plantlng of tobacco helped save the
settlement, the Southern colonists had staked their livelihood on the fertile soil
that stretched from the Chesapeake region to Georgia. Robert Carter, like his
father and grandfather before him, speciatized in raising a single cash crop—one
grown primarily for sale rather than for the farmer’s own use. In Maryland,
Virginia, and North Carolina, farmers grew the broad green leaves of tobacco. In
South Carolina and Georgia, rice and later indigo were successful cash crops.
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Detail from The Country Housewife,
published in London in 1770. Many
settlers brought this guidebook
with them when they immigrated
to the colonies.

While small farmers formed the majority of the Southern pop-
ulation, the planters controlled much of the South’s economy. They
also controlled its political and social institutions. The activities at
the Carter mansion described by Philip Fithian reflected the luxury
of planter life. Fithian recalled attending numerous balls, banquets,
dance recitals, and parties that continued for several days.

By the mid-1700s, life was good for many Southern colonists,
particularly those in the Chesapeake Bay region. Due to a large
growth in the entire colonies’ export trade, colonial standards of

living rose dramatically in the years from 1700 to 1770. Colonists

along the Chesapeake, where tobacco prices had rebounded after | MAIN IDEA
tumbling during the late 1600s, saw the greatest economic boom. Analyzing
From 1713 to 1774 tobacco exports there almost tripled, and many  causes

Chesapeake farmers and merchants prospered. B}

THE ROLE OF WOMEN Women in Southern society—and
Northern society as well—shared a common trait: second-class citi-
zenship. Women had few legal or social rights; for instance, they
could not vote or preach. Even daughters of wealthy Southern

planters were usually taught only the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic.

Instead, they were mostly educated in the social graces or in domestic tasks, such
as canning and preserving food, sewing, and embroidery.

Throughout the day, the average Southern woman worked over a hot fire bak-
ing bread or boiling meat. Her outdoor duties included milking the cows, slaugh-
tering pigs for ham and bacon, and tending the garden. She was also expected to

TOBACCO AND
NORTH CAROLINA’S.
ECONOMY

sew, wash clothes, and clean. Women of the planter class
escaped most of these tasks, as servants handled the
household chores. Regardless of class, however, most

5@ Explain how
colonial standards
of living rose so’
dramatically in the
18th century.*

NORTH CAROLINA IN THE COLONIAL ERA

Tobacco

General farming

Tobacco has long been a key ele-
ment of the Southern economy.
The soil and climate of the South
are ideal for growing tobacco,
which was first harvested for com-
mereial use in 161.2. In recent
years, however, tobacco revenues
have shrunk as North Carolina
lessens its dependence on tobac-
co and develops a more diversi-
fied economy.

The focal point of North
Carolina's new economy is the
Research Triangle, so called for
the cluster of major universities
in Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel
Hill. These universities cooperate
in research and development in
many areas, including technology
and health care. Other new
industries, such as computers
and telecommunications, are
fueling North Carolina’s growth.

Rice and indigo

General farming

Winston-Salem NORTH CAROLINA TODAY
food products
furniture
machinery

tobacco product

Cotton
Cotton and
general farming

Tobacco and
general farming

Special crops and
general farming

Raleigh, Durham,

Asheville Charlotte Greensboro and Chapel Hill
the arts banking finance computers
furniture chemicals heavy equipment instruments
lumber computers telecommunications medicines
paper printing research
telecommunications telecommunications
textiles textiles
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60,000—three times the white
population.

During the 17th century,
Africans had become part of a
transatlantic trading network
described as the triangular
trade. This term referred to a
three-way trading process: mer-
chants carried rum and other
goods from New England to
Africa; in Africa they traded their
merchandise for enslaved people,
whom they transported to the
West Indies and sold for sugar
and molasses; these goods were
then shipped to New England to
be distilled into rum. The “trian- ' .
gular” trade, in fact, encom-
passed a netwotrk of trade routes
criss-crossing the Northern and
Southern colonies, the West ‘
Indies, England, Europe, and [ MAIN 1IDEA
Africa. The network carried an

Developing

Jh array of. traded goods, from furs Historical
| and fruit to tar and tobacco, as Perspective
A well as African people. |E} \E) What parts
| ! of the world were
3 This plan and section of the British slave ship “Brookes” was published in THE MIDDLE PASSAGE The = i e
: London around 1790 by a leading British antislavery advocate named Thomas  voyage that brought Africans to  trangular trade?
Clarkson. The image effectively conveys the degradation and inhumanity of the West Indies and later to
“ the slave trade, which reduced human beings to the level of merchandise. North America was known as the

{ll middle passage, because it was considered the middle leg of the transatlantic
Il trade triangle. Sickening cruelty characterized this journey. In the bustling ports
along West Africa, European traders branded Africans with red-hot irons for iden-
tification purposes and packed them into the dark holds of large ships. On
board a slave ship, Africans fell victim to whippings and beatings from
slavers as well as diseases that swept through the vessel. The smell of
blood, sweat, and excrement filled the hold, as the African passen-
gers lived in their own vomit and waste. One African, Olaudah
Equiano, recalled the inhumane conditions on his trip from West
Africa to the West Indies in 1756 when he was 11 years old.

INTERACTIVE
MAP

¢ Learn more

1 about the

————

Wl A PrERsONAL VOICE OLAUDAH EQUIANO
- " “The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate,
added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded that
4 each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us.
i This produced copious perspirations, so that the air soon became
unfit for respiration from a variety of loathsome smells, and
brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died . s

’

2

—The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano

Whether they died from disease or from cruel treatment by A : ‘
merchants, or whether they committed suicide, as many did by Olaudah Equiano was kidnapped

1 . into th to 20 t or e of the Afti from Africa and sold to a {
plunging into the ocean, up to 20 percent or more of the Africans succession of owners before

aboard each slave ship perished during the trip to the New World. buying his freedom.
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1. TERMS & NAMES For each term or name, write a sentence explaining

«cash crop etriangular trade *Stono
sslave ) *middie passage Rebellion
MAIN IDEA CRITICAL THINKING
2. TAKING NOTES 3. DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 4. ANALYZING _
Fill in a chart like the one below to Why were so many enslaved PRIMARY SOURCES
show the social order of Southern Africans brought to the Southern The ad shown above is from a
society. In the tiers, name and colonies? Think About: Virginia newspaper of the 1730s.
describe the different social classes, « why Native Americans were not What does this ad reveal about the
ranging from most powerful at the used instead brutality of the slave system?
top to least powerful at the bottom. :
» why Europeans were not used 5. ANALYZING CAUSES
1. planters l instead Why did fewer cities develop in
2. ] ‘ « the cash crops of the South the South during the 1700s? Use
3 ) l ] evidence from the text to support
. | « the triangular trade your response.
5, |
78 CHAPTER 3

RESISTANCE AND REVOLT Enslaved Africans also resisted their position of
subservience. Throughout the colonies, planters reported slaves faking illness,
breaking tools, and staging work slowdowns. One master noted the difficulty in
forcing African slaves to accept their lot, commenting that if a slave “must be
broke, either from Obstinacy, or, which [ am more apt to suppose, from Greatness
of Soul, [it] will require . . . hard Discipline. . . . You would really be surpriz'd at
their Perseverance . . . they often die before they can be conquer’d.”
Some slaves pushed their resistance to open revolt. One such uprising, the
Stono Rebellion, began on a September Sunday in 1739. That morning, about
20 slaves gathered at the Stono River southwest of Charles Town. Wielding guns
and other weapons, they killed several planter families and marched south, beat-
ing drums and loudly inviting other slaves to join them in their plan to flee to
Spanish-held Florida.
By late Sunday afternoon, a white militia had surrounded the group of escap-
ing slaves. The two sides clashed, and many slaves died in the fighting. Those cap-
tured were executed. Despite the rebellion’s failure, it sent a chill through many
Southern colonists and led to the tightening of harsh slave laws already in place. '
However, slave rebellions continued into the 1800s.
Despite the severe punishment that escape attempts brought, a number of
slaves tried to run away. The runaway notices published in the various newspa-
pers throughout Virginia show that from 1736 to 1801, at least 1,279 enslaved
men and women in that state took to flight. Many who succeeded in running
away from their masters found refuge with Native American tribes, and marriage
between runaway slaves and Native Americans was common.
As the Southern colonies grew, they became ever more
dependent on the use of African slavery. This was not the
case in the Northern colonies, due mainly to an economy
driven by commerce rather than agriculture. This eco-
nomic distinction spurred the North to develop in ways
that differed greatly from the South.

its significance,




