The Birth of the
Republlcan Party

T%Ums & Names

in the mid-1850s, the issue The Republican and Democratic oFranklin Pierce °Republica. I
of slavery and other factors parties remain the major e nativism *Horace Gregl
split political parties and led political forces in the United * Know-Nothing sJohn C. Frely

to the birth of new ones. States today. Party *James Bucly
*Free-Soil Party

As editor of the New York Tribune; Horace Greeley always spoke his

. mind. A staunch abolitionist, Greeley consistently argued in his

gf;ﬁ?fergfrﬁmg columns against popular sovereignty and in favor of forcible resis-
o take notes on tance to slave catchers.

the growth of the In March 1855, after Greeley became frustrated with the Whig

Republican Partyin  Party’s shifting position on slavery, he issued a call to arms for “the

the 1850s. friends of freedom” to “be girding up their loins for future contests”

and join a new antislavery political party, the Republican Party.

A PersONAL VOICE HORACE GREELEY
“ [The Republicans have] the heart, the conscience and the under-
standing of the people with them. . . . All that is noble, all that is
true, all that Is pure, all that is manly, and estimable in human char- -
acter, goes to swell the power of the anti-slavery party of the North.
That party. . . . now embraces every Northern man who does not
want to see the government converted into a huge engine for the
spread of slavery over the whole continent, every man . . . opposed
to . . . the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. ”

—quoted in The Coming of the Civil War

Greeley’s appeal accurately reflected the changing national liiAor ace Gl
political scene. With the continuing tension over slavery, many Americans need-  jounded g
ed a national political voice. That voice was to be the Republican Party. .

New Polltlcal Partles Emerge

By the end of 1856 the natlon s pohtlcal landscape had sh1fted The Wh1g Palty
had split over the issue of slavery, and the Democratic Party was weak. This left
the new Republican Party to move within striking distance of the presidency.

Wk ; SLAVERY DIVIDES WHIGS Divisions in the Whig Party widened in 1852 when
el _ General Winfield Scott became the Whig nominee for president. Scott owed his
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The Free-Soilers’
banner features
John C. Frémont
and calls for an-
end to the spread
of “slave power”
in the nation.

v
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Maj , Free-Soilers detected a
' o S dangerous pattern in such
| grty Egtabllshed Major P‘Iatform 7 events as the passage of
Free-Soil 1848 » against extension | : the Fugitive Slave Act and
L of slavery the repeal of the Missouri
_ e * pro-labor Compromise. They were
‘ Know-Nothing | 1854 (as U antllmmlgratlon convinced that a conspira-
‘ ‘ American Party)  |e anti-Catholic . cy existed on the part of
Whig Organized 1834 ® pro- busmess ' the “diabolical slave power”
* divided on ) )
slavery ’ to spread slavery through-
Republican : 1854 | opposed expan r out th‘e AUnlted States.
sion of slavery - Something or someone,
into territories - according to the Free-
Democratic 1840 e states’ rights - Soilers, had to prevent this
(The Demogcratic-  [e limited -~ spread, 8
Republican government -
party adopted ¢ divided on " REPUBLICAN PARTY In
“Democratic Party” | slavery - February 1854, at a school
a8 officlal name) ~ house in Ripon, Wisconsin,
SKILLBUILDER - " some discontented Northern
, : Interpreting Charts . - Whigs held a meeting with
What issue is addressed by aimost all the parties X
shown on the chart? antislavery Democrats and
¢ Free-Soilers to form a new

K

political party. On July 6,
the new Republican Party was fmrnally organized in-Jackson, Michigan.
Among its founders was Horace Greeley.

The Republican Party was united in opposing the Kansas-Nebraska Act and in
keeplng slavery out of the territories. Otherwise, it embraced a wide range of opin-
ions. The conservative faction hoped to resurrect the Missouri Compromise, At
the opposite extremé’were some radical abolitionists. The Republican Party’s abil-
ity to draw support from such diverse groups provided the party with the strength
to win a political tug of war with the other parties.

The main competition for the Republican Party was the Know- -Nothing Party.
Both parties targeted the same groups of voters. By 1855 the Republicans had set
up party organizations in about half of the Northern states, but they lacked a
national organization. Then, in quick succession, came the fraudulent territorial
election in Kansas in "March 1855, and the sack of Lawrence, the Pottawatomie
massacre, and the caning of Sumner in 1856. Between “Bleeding Kansas” and
“Bleeding Sumner,” the Republicans had
the issues they needed in order to chal-
lenge the Democrats for the presidency
in 1856.

THE 1856 ELECTION The Republic-
ans chose John C. Frémont, the famed

" “Pathfinder” who had mapped the Oregon
Trail and led U.S. troops into California
during the war with Mexico, as their can-
didate in 1856. The Know-Nothings split
their allegiance, with Northerners endors-
ing Frémont and Southerners selecting
former U.S. president Millard Fillmore.
Although Fillmore had once been a Whig,
for all practical purposes, the Whigs had
now dissolved, '
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Analyzing
Motives
Ml?ﬁ; Why did
Free-Soilers
to slavery?
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