DBQ Instructions for Native Americans and their Geography

Essential Question: How did the Native Americans adapt to their Geography?

You will be completing a DBQ for this Unit. The question that must be answered in your essay
is: How did the Native Americans adapt to their Geography? You must read and answer all the
documents. Your essay must have explicit textual based evidence from the documents. (This means to
write your answers using quotes or paraphrasing). You will be given ample time in class to complete
this.

Rubric:
/ 15 Working in a group
/ 50 10 points for each set of questions completed
/ 35 Completed Essay
/100 Total
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"How did Native American’s adapt to their environment?

1. The Aztecs

THé-Azfeds:u;éfé;farmefs;wh&adug:vést.-ca na Iifo%;shppiy;,waterfto;.-z"
. their fields: In the swampy-regions-along Lake*Xachimilco; the*

Aztecs implemented yet another method of crop cultivation.

Thieybuiltwhat'are‘calledichinampas: Chirlampas-are-areasof:-

raised land, created from alternating layers of mud from the
bottom of the lake. These “raised beds” were separated by
narrow canals, which allowed farmers to move between them
by canoe. The chinampas were extremely fertile pieces of land,
and ylelded, on average, seven crops annually.

The Aztecs worshipped a war god called
Huitzilopochtli, who took on the likeness
of the sun over time. It was thought that
in order to insure the sun's arrival each
day, a steady supply of live human
hearts had to be offered in holy sacrifice.
Without the sun raising their crops
would not grow. The Aztecs depended
on Huitzilopochtli and the other gods
and sacrificed humans to keep them

happy.

The Aztecs wrote down much of their history and culture in a series of books called codices. The early
codices are mostly picture books but later ones are written in Nahuatl or Spanish. The drawing of the

human sacrifice appears in the Codex Magliabechiano.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1) In what ways did the Aztecs change the environment to suit their needs?
2) How do historians know so many things about the Aztecs?
3) Explain how the Aztecs used human sacrifice to adapt to their environment.
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2. The froquois (The Haudenosaunee)

Haudenosatiniee (hoe-dee-no-SHOW-nee) means.“people who build-a house.” The name refers.
to:a confederation or alliahce amorigisix Native American nations:who:are more commonly: :
known as the lroquofs Confederacy. One‘of the mostimportant events that shaped'the
Haudenosauneewasthe.creation.of the Great Law,af Peace. The Peacemaker (also known as

over resources. He taught the power of Reason, not force.§he Great Law of Peace emphasizes
three principles: Rightedusness, Justice, and Health. The Great Law of Peace provides the
Haudenosaunee people with instructions on how to treat others, directs them on how to

e maintain a democratic society, and
expresses how Reason must prevall
in order to preserve peace.

EReedl \The Hiawatha Belt made out of

E il |wampum (beads made of shells that -
MBS e Iroquois traded other East Coast
tribes for) symbolizes the unity of the
original five Haudenosaunee nations,
connected by the Great Law of Peace| Each white square and the tree in the center, represents
one of the original five nations, the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca. The
TU_SCG" ora Nation, the sixth nation in the Confederacy, Joined after this belt was created.|

The Haudenosaunee had a special relationship with the Three Sisters, what they called their

three main agricultural crops. Squash, corn, and climbing beans were grown together. The

threle crops benefit from each other. The corn provides a structure for the beans to climb,

- eli‘n?mating the need for poles. The beans provide the nitrogen to the soil that the other plants

b ow utilize and the squash spreads along the ground, blocking the sunlight, which helps prevent

¢ 0 weeds. The squash leaves act as a "living mulch," creating a microclimate to retain moisture in

' the soll, and the prickly hairs of the vine deter pests{The Haudenosaunee believe that the
‘Three Sisters were a gift from the creator, several legends and traditional stories tell of the

importance of the Three Sisters. '\ ,

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1) How did the Great Law of Peace change how the Haudenosaunee lived?

2} What t_:an we discern about Haudenosaunee trade based on their use of Wampum?
3) How did the Haudenosaunee depend on the Three Sisters?

Hidwathia) Brolight péace o the 6 hatidns wiio were once Fstant!v at'warwithroneranothers.- - o
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3. The Sioux (including the Lakota, Nakota & Dakota) .

Thie Sioudlive:on the Gréatz ..
Plains: Rainkititthistareatls % .
oftenscantyand

" —unpredictablezEhedclimate:: -
is usually dryyear-round,
with hot temperatures in
the summer and bitter cold
weather in the winter..
Much of the areais a
grassland, which supported
huge herds of bison, or
buffalo as they are usually
called. The Sioux were

- dependent on the buffalo
and utilized every aspect of
the beast, nothing went to
waste.

The Sioux were nomadic,
following the herds of

buffalo for food. They s o e e A e A
* spent summers on the open plaing hunting buffalo. When the weather grew colder, family

groups would seek protection fram the frigid winds, moving their camps to
wooded areas. Jtis here that the Sioux would create Winter Counts. Winter
Counts are histories or calendars in which events are recorded by pictures, with
one picture for each year, They used bison hides as a strface to record the

Winter Count

ices that triggerad extensive oral histories.
Each year was named for an event and the picturesyreferring to the year names
served as a reference source that could be consulted regarding the order of the
years.;People knew the name of the yearin which ather important events
occurred, and could place these in time by referring to the winter count.

Winter counts were prigurmonic dev

1837-38
Small pox year.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences

1. What natural resources did the Sioux dependent on?
2. How did this resource influence the way the Sioux rec
3. Why do you think the Sioux used pictographs to recor

orded their history?
d their history?
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4._ The Seminole -

_The story of the:Seminoleis:one of resistarice.. The'word:Semi nole-comesfrom:ithe Spanish «. ..¢
‘cimarrones’;or:free penpie;-:;bﬁcausé-"th‘ey}wouJ_d?.nots.a_llb'.w;‘thﬁmseIlve_s_g_tmbe@,dominatedby;,the' R
Europeans. the Seminole afe actually a mixture of different tribes, as well as runaway slaves

- fromithersoutheastwhoifled:Englishi.coloniesito:Spanish:Florida. Fhe:Seminole: oundshelterin. .-
the wild interior of Florida. Their culturewas | e i v

steered by the fact they were constantly on

the run, resisting European settlement and

avoiding capture. They became dependent
on the Everglades to provide food, shelter,
as well as protection from Europeans. The

Seminole homes were called chickee,

palmetto thatch over a cypress log frame =

using what was available to them within-the
envirsnment to-create shelter. The Florida
environment @lso inflienced Seminole
legends.

ok

2 it sond i 11 woods
ims wé were griswered

L
dedt

ot ey o pesky cabbitkeptan urelshe e rog

sihe:makes to gall the rain. Within a few minutes, the black
‘wame andsoaked the ol rabbit'so moch he got sold and -

clolid cama and the wind starte
ram home: i T B a3 .
ilhitiever yiou hear the trogs sihgin sy taday, bttt be near shelter, besauée they are warning you that rain s
comilngsoom. - it il st sothe I.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1) How did the Seminole get their name?
2) How did the Seminole use the environment to provide shelter?

3) How did nature influence Seminole story telling?
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5. The A:shiwi (The Zuni) -

Hayes: Lewis;of the A:shiwi Nation; lives just:20:miles from.fhe::
Arizona:borderin-ZunizNew:Mexico: Here, ‘hessharesthiset -
fqron_dedge-ab’ourﬂw-Lspin’t‘i;a‘!?canrmcﬁomamong-:‘n&fafnd,:i'his!:‘ :
people, and the crops that sustain their lives. LI

“Kgricultdre has Beenan important’and constant practice™
among the A:shiwi people for centuries. We either farm
out in the fields or create gardens. Many started [to farm]
as children, helping our parents create small gardens. he
primary method we use Is a waffle garden. If one looks at
R e g the garden from an
elevated view, its layout
resembles a waffle.” -

“The.purpose of the waffle garden is to provide the kind of produce

= that normally will not grow on a farge scale. These plants require more
water and constant tending, Waffle gardens are fairly small, and they
are usually enclosed. Fences or other forms of protection are usually
built around the gardens to protect the plants from rabbits, prairie
dogs, or rodents. The fence also provides protection from the wind.”

“The elevation at Zuni is approximately 6,800 feet above sea level.
Since it is seml-arid, there is not much rainfall. Whenever there is rain,
1t neads to be captured, which is why berms—raised mounds of earth—are built up around each plant.”

“Seads are significant In all our cultural practices throughout the year. Two of the most important
religious/cultural ceremonies occur during the summer and winter solstices. During the winter, the clans
honor the seeds. Representative samplings of seeds are taken to famlly gatherings and honored along
with our ancestors with an offering of sacred cornmeal, songs, and prayer. There is a direct, reciprocal
connection between the com and the spiritual practice of the A:shiwi people. Corn is used In the
preparation of the sacred cornmeal used by the A:shiwi people for daily prayer and as spiritual offerings
to sustain the deities and ancestors. The corn is ground and prepa red with special prayers for daily use
and for each ceremonial/religious event held throughout the year. Each ho usehold maintains a supply of
sacred cornmeal for such purposes. During the winter Sha'lako Ceremony, solstice fasting period, and
other ceremonies held during the winter period, the seeds are blessed and honored as part of these

ceremonies.”

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1) How does the Zuni use of a waffle garden show an adaptation to their environment?

2) What is the purpose of a berm?
3) What significance do seeds and cornmeal play in Zuni culture?
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